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PREFACE

Orion High School was conceptualized by teachers who foresee the value of online learning for
students of all ages. Orion exists to meet the needs of our customers by providing the highest
quality digital learning. Our goal is to provide the best high school program in the country,
regardless of whether that program is “brick and mortar” or online.

MISSION OF ORION HIGH SCHOOL

As the premier online high school in the country, we are helping students achieve their goals of
high school graduation and beyond by producing students who are high performers no matter
what they choose to do in life.

ORION'S CORE BELIEFS

« Orion believes that all learners, regardless of their past history with education, deserve a
high quality, flexible way to learn content in a rich, supportive, online environment.

« Orion believes that learning is active and not passive. That digital content can be rigorous
and challenging, but can help learners exceed their own expectations for learning.

« Orion believes that content is not departmental - content must be integrated to be
meaningful - to provide meaningful learning for learners.

« Orion believes that improvement is continuous and that Orion's existence is critical for
learners who need to be challenged and need to be provided with the support necessary to
be part of a high performing world outside of Orion.

STANDARDS IN PRACTICE AND IN COURSE DEVELOPMENT

The courses at Orion are aligned to the best practices in standards education, and are intended to
provide a strong foundation for graduates entering into two and four year colleges and
universities. Orion has researched individual state standards as well as the Common Core State
Standards (CCSS), and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), as well as Industry
Standards, in order to determine the extent to which our current content is aligned to research
based best practices in learning overall and in digital learning. We have concluded that the best
approach is to integrate practices with skills in order to develop content modules that are
reflective of the highest quality digital learning accessible. There are CCSS currently in place
for Mathematics and English Language Arts. The Literacy Standards for History/Social Studies
and for Science are embedded in Orion’s rubric. Orion supports the growth of learners as writers,
through research-based best practices through module 0 of the English Language Arts/Reading
courses, and through presentation requirements. Orion’s Advanced Placement Courses are
aligned to the College Board Advanced Placement Examination. Orion’s Honors Courses
provide learners with the opportunity for deeper engagement along higher order thinking and
productivity skills. Learners taking AP courses will be prepared to take the AP Exam.
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NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY AT ORION

Orion High School does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex,
or disability in providing education or providing access to benefits of education services,
activities, and programs, including vocational programs, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 1X of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990.

THE PURPOSE

The purpose of this Learner Handbooks is to provide both learners and parents a clear
understanding of the graduation requirements and other policies at Orion High School.
Hopefully, the course descriptions and information contained herein will enable learners to make
more informed decisions concerning their future educational plans. It is a further aim that parents
(where applicable) review the information contained in this catalog and become more involved
in the important educational decisions to come. If there are questions or concerns that cannot be
answered through the information given in this catalog, please contact us at our main office.

TYPES OF LEARNERS

Full time — Full time learners are those learners who are attending only Orion High School in
grades 6-12 or who have returned to high school as adults, and who are either on the annual or
monthly tuition plan(s).

Recovery learners — these learners come from an Orion High School approved program, such as
the Southern Dreams Partnership program in Mississippi. Learners through this partnership must
enter through the program designated in their particular state.

Part-Time Credit Transfer - Credit transfer learners (learners who are taking courses at Orion, to
transfer back to another school, pay 300.00 per course, or 225.00 per 1/2 credit (for credit
recovery). College Board Advanced Placement Courses are $500.00, and require a two-three
month commitment. Courses start on the first day of the month, and end on the last day of the
second month. Upon completion, the credit (official transcript) is mailed to the student's high
school.

Summer School Credit Transfer Learner - Orion High School offers summer school for credit
transfer learners. Summer school sessions are in June, July, and August respectively. Learners
participating in Summer School are bound by the same course taking limits as full-time learners,
as well as by the same course requirements as full-time learners. Summer school credit transfer
learners may take courses for advancement or recovery at %2 - 1 credit.
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Partner School Learners - Learners who are coming from Partner Schools receive a discount on

the credit transfer tuition.

TUITION AND FEES

Leaner Type
Full Time Leaners

Full Time Learners

Full Time Learners

Full Time Learners

Full Time Learner with the
Intent to earn 5-6 credits to
meet diploma eligibility
requirements

Credit Transfer Courses

Course Retake Fee

Course Extension Fee

Transcript Evaluation (Pre-
Enrollment)

Tuition Option/Description

Annual Tuition Full Payment
Covers 12 months or 10

credits whichever comes first.

Monthly Tuition — Contract
for school year September 1-
End of August

Semi-Annual Tuition —
Contract for two payments
for school year September 1-
End of August

Quarterly Tuition — Contract
for 4 payments for school
year September 1- End of
August

One payment of $1215.00 or

Two payments of 750.00 (due

on 1% month and 1% day of
third month)

Three payments of $300.00
(due on the 1%t month, 2"
month, and 3" month)
$300.00 Full Credit

$225.00 Half Credit

Amount
$1950

$315.00 per month due on the
1% day of each month.

$1215 due at the beginning
and $1215 due at the
beginning of the 6 month of
enrollment (i.e. September 1
and March 1)

$750 due at the beginning and
$750 due at the end of each
quarter (i.e. September 1,
December 1, March 1, June 1

Full Time Learners who fail a  $225.00 per course

course must pay a course re-
take fee to take a credit
recovery course.

Credit Transfer learners who
require an extension into the
third month.

Learners desiring admission
who would like their
transcript evaluated. (the fee

$50.00 per course

$75.00
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Leaner Type Tuition Option/Description  Amount
will be applied to the initial
tuition payment if enrolled)
Adult Learners Adults over the age of 25 $125.00 per month
who are approved for
enrollment based on need.
This is a 6-12 month contract.

Full Time Learners whose  Qualifying discount on $225.00 per month
parents are Military or monthly tuition only
Missionaries

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND INITIAL COURSE-TAKING LIMIT

o Prospective learners apply to Orion at www.OrionHS.org. Although unofficial transcripts
may be uploaded during the admissions process, official transcripts are requested and
evaluated against the Orion graduation requirements.

e Once learners are processed and accepted for Admission they must complete the Orion
Induction and Orientation Course before beginning their course work. The Orion
Induction and Orientation Course is not a graded course; rather, it is a way for learners to
understand how to maneuver around Orion, and how digital learning works at Orion.

e Once a learner completes the Orientation and Induction Course, the learner may request
one course to begin. This will be the only time that a learner is limited to one course.
After that, Orion allows learners to take two courses (maximum) per session. One session
is equivalent to two months. Please note that learners are not required to take two courses
per session, this is just a maximum.

e Once admitted, and once the Orientation and Induction Course is complete, the learner
may begin course work. If the learner begins any day from the 1 day of the month to the
15" day of the month that learner is a considered a starter as of the first day of the current
month. If the learner begins any day from the 16" day of the month through the last day
of the month, the learner is considered a 1% day of the next month starter. Start time
determines end time in accordance with Orion’s sessions. This allows for consistency of
start time (1% day of the month), and end time (last day of the second month).
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SAMPLE — NEW LEARNER — COMPLETING ALL COURSES WITHOUT

EXTENSION(S)

In the scenario below, the learner completes Orientation and Induction during the month of
August, and begins with Algebra 1. Algebra 1 enters into its’ second month in October, and the
learner picks up English 1. That cycle continues, all the way through the end of March.
Foundations of Personal Fitness would end on the last day of March. This learner will have
completed all required courses for that grade level by the end of March, and then may move to

the next one.

October 1
Algebra 1
English 1

September 1
Algebra 1

January 1
Biology

Spanish 1

November 1
English 1
World Geography

February 1
Spanish 1

Foundations of Personal
Fithess
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SAMPLE — NEW LEARNER — COURSES WITH ONE OR MORE EXTENSIONS

In the scenario below, the learner completes Orientation and Induction during the month of
August, and begins with Algebra 1. Algebra 1 enters into its’ second month in October, and the
learner picks up English 1. In November, the learner requires an extension in his Algebra 1
course, and English 1 is in its’ second month. In December, the learner has completed the extend
Algebra 1 course, and requires an extension in English 1; however, the learner picks up World
Geography in December. Because of the extensions, this learner has completed the grade level

in eight months, and by the end of April.

October 1 November 1
September 1

Algebra 1 Algebra 1 - Extension
Algebra 1

English 1 English 1

December 1 February 1

English 1 Extension Biology

World Geography Spanish 1

April 1

Spanish 1 Extension

March 1
Spanish 1 :
Foundations of Personal

Foundations of Personal Fitness

Fitness
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SESSION (MEANS THE SAME AT ORION)

One Orion session is equivalent to two months. For example, a learner starting his or her two
courses in January finishes those courses the last day of February, regardless of whether the last
day of the month falls on a Saturday or Sunday. New sessions, then begin on the first day of the
following month.

Grade reports are available and may be downloaded in the Classroom Center, by the 2" day of
the month. Learners earn the designated credit(s) in courses. Some courses are .5 credit, and
some are 1 credit. The learner must earn a grade of at least 70 or better in the course, in order to
earn the designated credit.

FINAL EXAMINATIONS

Final examinationsmay be gi ven as part of the | earner
learner is required to take a final examination, then the final examination may count as a
substantial portion ofthel ear ner ' s gr ade.

6, 7", and 8" graders do not earn high school creditunless they apply for high school
credit courses such as Algebra 1. An application is made available through learner
Advising, and is only granted if a learner in a lower gradéhas shown high competency in a
subject area.

COLLEGE BOARD AP® COURSES

The following enrollment rules are in place as of August 2015, for Orion High School learners
desiring to take Orion's AP® Courses:

« Learners taking an AP® Course during any term are only allowed to be enrolled in that
AP course only, not any other courses. Because of the complexity, rigor, and
expectations in our approved AP® Courses, learners will not be able to take another
course during the term. Orion's AP® Courses receive weighted grade at Orion.

o Learners taking an AP® Course should expect to continue the course into the third
month; however, during the third month, the learner may pick up the second course, and
take that course concurrently with their AP® Course.

« Students from other schools, taking AP® Courses at Orion, should expect that the course
will last for three full months, and that Orion’s expectations is that the student participate
fully in the course outside of the 'regular’ school day.
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CREDIT RECOVERY COURSES

Full time learners and credit transfer learners may take credit recovery courses. Credit recovery
courses are .5 — 1.0 credit, and are typically in core courses or in other required courses such as
Foundations of Personal Fitness, World Languages Courses, Speech Communication, and all
core areas. To qualify for a credit recovery course a learner must have previously had instruction
in the course and failed the course. All credit recovery courses are set for two months (one
session); however, learners may qualify for Early Completion, if all of the credit recovery
requirements have been met. In other words, it is possible that credit recovery courses may be
finished before the session is finished. If that is the case, the mentor will submit an application
on the learner’s behalf — the application is called the Early Completer Form.

Some full-time learners who fail an Orion course, may enter into credit recovery; however, the
learner must access the advisor, and in most cases, the learner will be required to pay for the
credit recovery course (if the learner is not on a tuition contract — i.e. has paid a specially
approved tuition rate at Orion High School).

COURSE EXTENSIONS

Learners who are unable to complete courses within the two months may apply for an extension.
The extension will allow the learner additional completion time (up to the 27" day of the
following month). Credit transfer learners (learners who are taking one or more courses with
Orion, to transfer to their home campus), must pay the 25.00 course extension fee. All
regular/full time Orion High School and Middle School learners are not required to pay the fee.

Approvals for Extension Request are processed typically by the 21% day of the month, and the
will receive an approval notice. The only scenario in which an Extension Request will not be
approved is if the learner has made no progress in the course, and has had no communication
with the mentor. Extension Request Forms are in the Learner Center, and are due by the 20" day
of the second month of the course.

Calls made in to Orion High School requesting an extension will not cause the Extension to be
approved. Learners must log in and access the Learner Center to take care of their own
obligations.

MAKING THE GRADE ON ASSIGNMENT, PROJECTS, AND COMMUNICATION

WITH YOUR MENTOR — AKA LEARNER ENGAGEMENT

Orion High Schools courses are intended for learners to have substantial interaction with
mentors during the two months. There are daily assignments as well as end-of-module
assignments that must be submitted. The learner’s grade is based on the learner’s timely
submission of assignments. Assignments must be submitted in a timely manner so that mentors

Page]. 2



can provide appropriate feedback. A learner’s assignment or project grade is based on a
combination of the learner’s ability to grasp the content/concepts from the module, as well as on
the learner’s responses to discussion items (where appropriate). Interaction with the mentor
through weekly sessions will also be a part of the learner’s grade in the course. When the learner
responds in the forum, uploads a project, or communicates via phone or chat with the mentor.

When the mentor provides a grade and feedback, the learner is able to see the grade and feedback
in the classroom area under the link, “My OHS Progress”. Using this link, learners are also able
to see all assignments for the course, and should, thus, be able to create a pace for the course.

Because of the high importance that we place on a learner’s ability to communicate effectively

with the mentor, Orion will require a weekly meeting with the mentor and the learner. During the
weekly meeting, a learner must demonstrate that he or she grasps the concepts in the module, and
must presentto the mentor a product demonstrating that knowledge (a Power Point, paper,

video, or simply have a conversation). Without that weekly conversation, it will not be possible

to earn a grade higher than a 70 in the course. Please note, that skipping meetings, and then
requesting that the mentor have multiple meetings over multiple modules over the course
of the last one or two weeks of the course, defeats the purpose of the meeting requirement.

A course with 10 modules will have ten meetings with the mentor. These meetings do NOT take
the place of submitting work and/or participating on ongoing discussion with the mentor. These
meetings serve to substantially increase the grade from a 75% percent, which is the lowest grade
before failing a course. What does this mean?

For example, let’s say that a module has 2 assignments, a paper and a Power Point. The learner
turns both of the assignments in, but cannot/will not set a time to communicate and present the
paper and/or the Power Point to the mentor. Then, the learner’s highest grade on each assignment
maxes out at 70% (so, a 100 would convert to a 70). We cannot emphasize the fact that Orion
needs for our learners to be able to communicate effectively in the world outside of Orion, and if
we do not require this type of communication to occur, we are doing a disservice to our learners.
A learner in this scenario would not pass the course unless he or she made a 100 on every single
assignment that was turned in — that’s how important this is!

Mentors will likely also require asynchronous discussion in the classroom, and learners are
required to complete those requirements as well.

Please note that this grading policy does NOT apply to World Languages courses at Orion

COMMUNICATING IN THE LIVE MEETING WITH MENTOR AREA - MORE
LEARNER ENGAGEMENT

Often mentors ask you to present a project or an assignment through a live meeting with the
mentor. Live meetings occur once weekly, and utilize Orion’s TeamViewer Application. The
Application is downloaded in the Social Area, and during Orientation. There should be a
meeting such as this as least once weekly, if not more! The intention of this requirement, as
stated above, is for the learner to learn how to communicate and present a project as a coherent
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sequence of ideas that have been generated, and carefully thought-through. Assignments that
require this type of meeting may be (but not limited to): PowerPoint presentations; video
presentations; web projects; mathematics assignments; laboratory results; Career study projects;
Psychology Labs; speeches, and much more. Simple phone conversation, chat dialogue, and the
like, diminish the idea of communication. Chat dialogue is ok, as is messaging, and phone
conversation; however, meetings where learners present findings such as the ones mentioned
here, serve to create a learning atmosphere conducive to producing learner-graduates who are
well-able to communicate in the real world.

GRADE ACCEPTANCE POLICY

Orion High School will accept grades and credits as they are, from sending institutionSor
example, if a sending school awards credit with a grade of “D” or “D+”, or “D- *, Orion will
place the grade and credit as is, on Orion High School’s transcript. Transcripts are evaluated
against Orion High School’s requirements for graduation, and against Orion High School’s list of
approved courses. If there is an F on the transcript with O credit, then it is entered as such.

The Orion Registrar will contact high schools in order to formally request transcripts; however,

students are encouraged to request an “informal” transcript copy in order to expedite the
enrollment process.

HALF-CREDITS IN THE TRADITIONAL SETTING

Often times, learners come to Orion High School at what would be the %2 way point in their
traditional school calendar (December or January). In many instances, the sending school will
have awarded %2 credits since those traditional dates are typically end-of-semester dates in the
traditional school. Where % credits have been earned in core courses, Orion recommends, in
most cases, that the learner re-take those courses, since Orion’s terms are two-months long;
however, learners may take %2 credit courses (designated as A — first semester or B — second
semester), in lieu of taking the course from the beginning.

OHS ASSIGNMENT AND FINAL COURSE GRADING

Orion High School uses a grading system that tops out at an A+ and ends at C-. Any grade
below a 70 is a failing grade. The Grade Point Average is calculated on the transcript only, and
uses the values denoted below.

The Orion High School Grading System is as follows:

Grade Numerical Value Grade Point Valueon
Transcript

A+ 97-100 4.33

A 94-96 4.00

A- 90-93 3.67
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Grade Numerical Value Grade Point Valueon

Transcript

B+ 87-89 3.33
B 84-87 3.00
B- 80-83 2.67
C+ 77-79 2.33
C 74-77 2.00
C- 70-73 1.67
F 69 and Below

*D+ 1.33
*D 1.00
*D- .67

*Note that Orion High School does not award D grades, but does accept those grades, if credit
has been awarded at another accredited school. If that is the case, then grade point value is
awarded as shown in the table.

HOW GPA IS CALCULATED

For each course, the numerical grade (given above) is multiplied by the number of credit hours.
This gives the grade pointgor the course. The grade points are totaled across all courses on the
transcript and divided by the total number of credit hours on the transcript to give the GPA.

For example, given a transcript with these courses:

English, B+, 1.00
Algebra, A, 1.00
PE, B, 0.50

The GPA would be calculated as follows:

English grade points 3.33 * 1.00 = 3.33
Algebra grade points = 4.00 * 1.00 = 4.00
PE grade points = 3.00 * 0.50 = 1.50

Total grade points = 3.33 + 4.00 + 1.50 = 8.83
Total credit hours = 1.00 + 1.00 + 0.50 = 2.50
GPA =8.83/2.50=3.53

WEIGHTED GPA

The GPA calculated on your transcript is a weighted GPA. This means that courses marked as
Honors, Dual Enrollment, or Advanced Placement (AP) receive an extra "weight." Though this
can result in a GPA that is higher than 4.0, most colleges accept and even prefer weighted GPAs.
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The weighted GPA is calculated this way: Advanced Placement (AP) courses receive an extra 2
grade points. Honors and Dual Enrollment courses receive an extra 1 grade point. So, when the
grade points are calculated for a single course, you would have to add 2 to that course if its
marked as AP, for example.

That would result in a higher, weighted GPA. Note above, however, that Orion High School’s
highest grade point awarded is 4.33

BULK UPLOADING OF ASSIGNMENTS

Oftentimes learners get so engaged in the modules and assignments that they lose
communication with the mentor, just because they are working so hard on assignments. At
Orion, we have a policy regarding bulk uploading of assignments. What does that mean?

Bulk uploading means that the learner waits until the last week or last two weeks of the course,
and then uploads all assignments the night before the course ends, or the night before the
extension ends. Bulk uploading is not permitted at Orion. In order to receive appropriate and
adequate response from the mentor, the learner may not upload more than one assignment per
day. If there are discussion assignments in the appropriate folder(s), learners may respond, and
then upload a project or a product. Bulk uploading does not pertain to discussion or engagement
activities. Bulk uploading pertains only to papers, projects, products, videos, podcasts, or any of
those types of activities that would require feedback from the mentor.

Assignments that are uploaded in bulk will be returned to the learner without a grade. At Orion,
we want there to be back-and-forth communication between the learner and the mentor, and
uploading multiple assignments reduces courses to nothing more than a drop box (there is no
meaning to the mentor-learner relationship).

A learner’s desire to just ‘get done’ with a course does not supersede this policy nor does it
supersede the policy for learner engagement (outlined previously).

CYBER BULLYING

I. Introduction

Orion High School has an integrated internal social are with the intent of allowing learners,
mentors, and parents to have a safe place to collaborate and to engage in less formal
communication. To that end, we integrate chat rooms, instant message, video conferencing, and
internal messaging. Historically, our learners have treated bullying seriously, and have started a
community for anti-bullying.
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Our policy against cyber-bullying is not just limited to the utilization of our internal structures; it
also extends out to the utilization of social networking, insofar as that networking affects others
who are part of our community. This policy outlines our stance on this issue.

I1. Prohibited Behavior
The following behaviors are prohibited:

Bullying;

Cyberbullying;

Harassment and Sexual Harassment

Retaliation against those reporting such defined behaviors; and
Knowing and false accusations of bullying behavior.

ko E

Any person who engages in any of these prohibited behaviors that constitutes bullying shall be
subject to consequences.

[11. Bullying and Cyberbullying Defined

A. “Bullying” includes, but is not limited to, a written, oral or electronic expression or a physical
act or gesture or any combination thereof directed at a learner or learners that:

(1) Has, or a reasonable person would expect it to have, the effect of:

(a) Physically harming a learner or damaging a learner’s property; or

(b) Placing a learner in reasonable fear of physical harm or damage to the learner’s property;
(2) Interferes with the rights of a learners by:

(a) Creating an intimidating or hostile educational environment for the learner; or

(b) Interfering with the learner’s academic performance or ability to participate in or benefit from
the services, activities or privileges provided by a school; or

(3) Is based on a learner’s actual or perceived race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion,
physical or mental disability, gender, sexual orientation, or any other distinguishing
characteristic, or is based on a learner’s association with a person with one or more of these
actual or perceived characteristics, and that has the effect described in subparagraph (1) or (2)
above.

Examples of conduct that may constitute bullying include, but are not limited to (within or
outside the confines of Orion’s Social Community):

1. Repeated or pervasive taunting, name-calling, belittling, mocking, put-downs, or
demeaning humor;
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2. Behavior that is intended to harm someone by damaging or manipulating his or her
relationships with others, including but not limited to gossip, spreading rumors, and
social exclusion;

3. Non-verbal threats and/or intimidations such as use of aggressive, menacing, or
disrespectful gestures;

4. Threats of harm to a learner, to his/her possessions, or to other individuals, whether

transmitted verbally or in writing;

Blackmail, extortion, demands for protection money, or involuntary loans or donations;

Blocking access to school property or facilities;

Stealing or hiding books, backpacks, or other possessions;

Stalking; and

Physical contact or injury to another person or his/her property.

©o~No O

B. “Cyberbullying” means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic
communication, including, but not limited to, a transfer of signs, signals, writing, images,
sounds, data or intelligence of any nature transmitted by the use of any electronic device,
including, but not limited to, a computer, telephone, cellular telephone, text messaging device
and personal digital assistant.

Examples of conduct that may constitute cyberbullying include, but are not limited to:

1. Posting slurs or rumors or displaying any defamatory, inaccurate, disparaging, violent,
abusive, profane, or sexually oriented material about a learner on a website or other
online application;

2. Posting misleading or fake photographs or digital video footage of a learner on websites

or creating fake websites or social networking profiles in the guise of posing as the target;

3. Impersonating or representing another learner through use of that other learner’s
electronic device or account to send e-mail, text messages, instant messages (IM), or
phone calls;

4. Sending e-mail, text messages, IM, or leaving voice mail messages that are mean or
threatening, or so numerous as to bombard the target’s e-mail account, IM account, or
cell phone; and

5. Using a camera phone or digital video camera to take and/or send embarrassing or
“sexting” photographs of other learners.

C. “Retaliation” means an act or gesture against a learner for asserting or alleging an act of
bullying. “Retaliation” also includes reporting an act of bullying when it is not made in good
faith.

IV. Application of Policy

A. This policy applies to any learner, employee, contractor, visitor or volunteer who engages in
conduct that constitutes bullying or retaliation, all of whom have the responsibility to comply
with this policy.

B. This policy applies to bullying that:

Page18



1. Takes place at our school’s website, including, but not limited to the Orion Social areas,
and the course rooms;

2. Takes place elsewhere or through the use of technology, but only if the bullying also
infringes on the rights of the learner at school as set forth in this policy’s definition of
bullying.

V. Reporting

Bullying or suspected bullying is reportable by calling Dr. Gallegos at 877-647-1337, or by
reporting it to an employee or mentor.

VI. Responding

Dr. Gallegos will:

A. Promptly investigate and respond to allegations of bullying behavior;

B. Apply disciplinary actions, which may include expulsion/removal from our school
V1. Notices

Orion Online Learning actively monitors all interactions in the social areas, chat rooms, instant
message areas, video-conference areas, and internal messaging systems.

(NETIQUETTE POLICY) COMMUNICATION IN OUR SOCIAL COMMUNITY:

The term "netiquette™ refers to the awareness of the need for a certain code of behavior
(etiquette) in electronic environments (the net) ... Net + Etiquette = netiquette. Netiquette, while
a general term, is complex at specific levels because there are so many different kinds of
electronic environments, and so many different situations in which we may find ourselves in
those environments.

Orion enjoys a lively social community, as well as a more formal community inside of each
course room. It goes without saying that electronic communication is the way in which we
communicate most often. In order to maintain high standards in our Orion Community (when
we use the term ‘community’, we are referring to both our structured course rooms as well as our
social community, we will all abide by these standards:

« show respect for each other, and to the mentor in the course

e respect the privacy of others

« express differences of opinion in a polite and rational way

e maintain an environment of constructive criticism when commenting on the work of
others
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« avoid bringing up irrelevant topics when involved in group discussions or other
collaborative activities

The following list summarizes the kind of behavior that is not acceptable in our school:

ORION LEARNERS SHOULD NOT:

1. Show disrespect for the mentor or for other learners in the course.

2. Send messages or comments that are threatening, harassing, or offensive

3. Use inappropriate or offensive language

4. Convey a hostile or confrontational tone when communicating or working collaboratively
with others.

5. USE ALL UPPERCASE IN THEIR MESSAGES -- THIS IS THE EQUIVALENT OF
SHOUTING!!!

ACCREDITATION

ADVANCE EDUCATION - SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND
SCHOOLS

Orion is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools/Council on
Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS/CASI). Orion is committed to ongoing
continuous quality improvement using the Accreditation Standards as the bar and the Malcolm
Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excellence as the vehicle.

Although Orion gives automatic credit for students coming from other accredited schools, Orion
High School will (after review and verification of regional accreditation and/or other acceptable
standards-based documents) accept transfer credits from home school, public school, and private
school.

Official Orion Transcripts bear both the Orion High School Seal as well as the SACS/CASI
Accreditation Seal.

&AdvanceED

ACCREDITED | SACS

Pagezo



THE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS AND THE
MIDDLE STATES COMMISSION ON ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS

Orion High School is a member of the Association of Christian Teachers and Schools, and is a
candidate for accreditation with the Association. The ACTS organization brings with it a dual-
accreditation with the Middle States Association Commission on Elementary and Secondary
Schools (ACTS/MSACESS).

TEXAS PRIVATE SCHOOLS ACCREDITATION COMMISSION (TEPSAC)

TEPSAC does not award accreditation to school, so the name is somewhat of a misnomer. What
is called the TEPSAC Commission is made up of directors whose accreditation agencies are
approved by Texas, and award accreditation to schools. Advance Education, for example, is a
member of the TEPSAC Commission.

Once a school is accredited by a recognized agency, TEPSAC then recognizes the school, and
places the school’s name on their list of ‘accredited schools’. In Texas, TEPSAC also works
with the Texas Education Agency to provide a school identifier for each accredited private
school. Orion’s, for example, is 165-181-001.

THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

Orion High School is accredited by the Better Business Bureau. Although accreditation means
something completely different than it does through educational agencies, BBB accreditation
means that the organization meets criteria for conducting business.

OTHER MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

INACOL

Orion High School is a member of the International North American Council for Online
Learning.

THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

The Warrior Chapter of the National Honor Society at Orion High School is affiliated with the
official NHS, which is under the auspices of the National Association of Secondary School
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Principals (NASSP). Orion’s Chapter conducts its’ business in accordance with the by-laws
established by the national organization of NHS.

COLLEGE BOARD ADVANCED PLACEMENT®

Orion High School's Advanced Placement® Courses are approved by the College Board. Only
courses with syllabi approved by the College Board are listed in the Orion High School Course
Catalog, found in the Classroom Center. See additional stipulations for AP® Courses, found in
the FAQs and in the tuition area.

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION

Students who transfer from another school where credit was not earned, must register to take
credit recovery courses. In the event that a credit recovery course was not passed, learners may
then opt to take Credit by Examination at Orion High School.

Once admitted to credit by examination, the examination may be taken once. Ample time is
provided to study the course modules, in order to be prepared for the examination. Examinations
are proctored by Orion High School, and must be taken during a specified time.

Orion High School requires 26* credits for graduation. Orion’s policy is that credit by
examination may only be used for a total of 3 credits maximum.

Students who transfer to Orion High School from any school whose accreditation has been
terminated, may complete the requirements at Orion High School. Orion High School’s 26*
credits must be met. If the student already has 24 credits, then Orion’s policy is that the
prospective student must complete six courses at Orion in order to qualify for an Orion High
School diploma. (Diploma Eligibility).

Because Orion High School participates in Texas approved examinations, Orion utilizes End Of
course Examinations (where applicable) for credit by examination, and some locally developed
assessments as well. CBEs are scheduled and proctored on Orion’s TeamViewer App, and the
learner must be on voice over internet protocol (VOI) and camera throughout the duration of the
examination, unless an approve local proctor has been designated.

DIPLOMA ELIGIBILITY

Orion’s ongoing commitment to meet the standards for accreditation requires that learners who
wish to earn a diploma from Orion High School, must take 25% of the courses required for
graduation, at Orion High School. This means that 6 courses must be taken at Orion High
School, in order to be eligible for a diploma from our institution. Please see the Graduation
Requirements/Diploma Eligibility further in this document.
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Orion High School works with multiple agencies toward dropout prevention with the goal of
graduation. With these agencies, Orion has state-specific requirements for eligibility. Please
contact Orion, or local designees in those states for Diploma Eligibility requirements.

SAT/PSAT/ACT

Learners should plan for and take the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, or ACT, at least prior to taking the
last set of courses at Orion High School. When registering for any of the above College Board
Examinations, learners should place the Orion High School Code — 444731. Registration occurs
online at The College Board’s website. When a learner uses the OHS Code for registration, OHS
receives a copy of the results. Orion uses results to help document whether or not any course
revisions need to be made.

SAT Calendar can be found at: http://sat.collegeboard.com/register/sat-dates

ACT Calendar can be found at: http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html

PSAT Calendar can be found at:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/reg/dates.html

STATE TESTING

Although Orion’s courses are not specifically intended to prepare students for state exit
examinations, students will be amply prepared to do so, if they wish. Orion High School
participates in the Texas assessment system. Learners who may be returning to public school in
Texas, should contact the Advisor for assessment scheduling.

ORION HS CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Learners who earn Honor Roll status for three terms in a row will be invited to be inducted into
the Orion High School Warrior Chapter of the National Honor Society. Members of the OHS
NHS Chapter are bound by the organization’s by-laws including the upkeep of scholarship,
character, and service. Once a learner becomes a member of the OHS NHS, the learner will have
NHS listed as a course on the learner’s main course page.

HONOR ROLL

The Honor Roll is published in the Orion High School Newsletter, “Weekly Warrior!” To be
considered on the A Honor Roll, a student must have earned A ’ is all courses. To be considered
for the A-B Honor Roll, a student must earn a combination of A" amd B’s. A C in any course
will eliminate a student. (The Honor Roll is Published in,“ Wee k|l y Warri or”
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CLASSIFICATION OF LEARNERS

Learners are classified upon entry, and then are re-classified upon meeting the credit criteria
below. Graduation planners reflect the course requirements for each grade level, and those
planners are updated upon reclassification.

Freshman 0-6 credits
Sophomore 7-12 credits
Junior 13-18 credits
Senior 18 +

ACCUMULATING CREDITS AT ORION

Credits are awarded upon completion of each OHS course. Course completion occurs at the end
of each Orion Session (information above). All grades, including the final grade for the course,
are based upon the Orion High School Grading Policy. Transcripts are updated upon course
completion.

REPORT CARDS

Upon completion of Courses, learners may print their Report Cards. Report Cards are available
in the Classroom Center. Report Cards are for personal records only, and may not be used for
any other purpose other than personal records.

Honor Roll Certificates can now be printed from the Learner Home Page when you have a grade
of 80 or above.

TRANSCRIPTS

Learner Historical Grades are kept on file at Orion’s Offices. Final transcripts may only be
requested online by logging in and going to the Orion Learner Center. Official transcripts
ordered through the Learner Center are mailed directly to colleges and universities.

Transcripts are mailed via United States mail, and are sent the next business day after the

request. Expedited services are available through the Transcript Request form in the Learner
Center.

TEXAS RECORDS EXCHANGE (TREX)

Orion High School transfers records to and from via the Texas Records Exchange. That transfer
of records includes a transfer to colleges and universities in Texas and other states as well.
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Learners who are entering college must complete a Records Request found in the Learner
Center.

RECOGNIZED APPLICATIONS

Orion High School requires learners in Texas to create user credentials at ApplyTexas.org.
ApplyTexas is a one-stop application for colleges and universities in Texas. Once a learner has
applied to a college or university, the learner must then access the Learner Center and request a
record. Please note, that those records will be sent via TREX.

Learners who are out of state must create credentials at the Common Application and follow the
request procedures listed above.

LEARNERS ENTERING PRIVATE TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES

At no time should learners present a copy of a transcript or a copy of a diploma to private
technical schools and/or universities, as proof of graduation. All records must be requested
through the Orion Registrar. Learners entering into these types of schools must provide the
school with the Orion High School phone number so that Orion can provide a specific records
request application to that institution.

USING OHS SUPPORT SERVICES

OHS advisors are here to assist you with your choice of courses, and to ensure that you are
following the correct sequence of courses for graduation from OHS.

Orion Advising Services assist learners through their studies by providing assistance for learner's
questions. Advisors help learners understand and plan for life after graduation.

How does advising work, you ask? Advising can happen any time during the month; however,
there is a formal week that is designated for advising. The 20th - 27th day of each month is
designated as Advising Week. Here are some of the reasons you will want to meet with your
adviser:

e Your adviser may tell you to file an extension if you are falling behind in your course;
(you should have done this by the 20™)

e Your adviser will recommend your next course or courses for the term

e Your adviser will advise you on when to apply for graduation

e Your adviser will help you with SAT or ACT registration

e Your adviser will assist you with leave of absence

e Your adviser will help you keep your graduation planner updated

e Your adviser will help you formulate a plan of action if you have an extension

e Your adviser will help you communicate with your mentor(s)

e Your adviser will be an additional advocate/mentor for you at Orion
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TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT

Technology support services assist learners who need Orion Tech Help services. These services
include e-mail support, phone support, and live online chat support. Orion High School
Technology Support Services only assists with Orion specific issues, such as the TeamViewer
Application, and downloading and using Firefox. There is a self-help portal in the Learner
Center, so that learners may utilize those features.

TRANSFERRING CREDIT TO ORION HIGH SCHOOL

Once a student is enrolled at Orion High School as a full-time learner, credit may be transferred
to Orion High School in cases such as (and others):

« Personal Fitness/Health taken through a local swimming, dance studio, etc.
o Community Based — band, theater, etc.

The courses must be part of the learner’s graduation plan, and transfer of credit fee of 100.00 per

half credit must be paid prior. Orion will seek out additional information before finalizing credit
award (for example, the course must meet the criteria in Orion’s course guide).

THE LEARNER CENTER AT OHS

The Learner Center contains a vast amount of information and support for Orion Learners:

Learner Forms — Request for Extension, Graduation request, Leave of Absence
Learner Records — Individual Graduation Plans and/or Transcripts

Plan My Future — College Board area; Apply Texas area; My Plan area;

My OHS Account — Pay tuition/fees

OHS Social Area — Social Center for Learners and Mentors

COUNSELING SERVICES

Learners may self-refer or may be referred to a certified counselor at Orion. Upon referral, Orion
will connect the learner with a counselor for needs other than course/academic needs.

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT POLICY & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Orion learners must maintain contact with mentors at all times in order to have sufficient time for
course completion. Learners are entitled to two approved one-month leaves of absence per
academic year. Orion’s academic year begins September 1 and ends on August 30. Learners
desiring to take one month of leave must apply at least one month in advance of the expected
leave. For example, if a learner desires to take the month of July off, then the learner must apply
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for leave no later than the first week of June. Application for Leave of Absence is found in the
OHS Learner Center.

When leave is approved, the learner will be required to log in during the regular course request
window (20"-27'") to request the next course. Please note: Learners who are on an approved
Leave of Absence may request one course upon return frol@ave.

Learners who are onmonthly tuition: Learners who are on monthly tuition may not use
the leave of absence policy to withdraw from Orion.In other words, learners may not use
the continuous enrollment policy to take time off, then withdraw. If a learner is
anticipating withdrawal, that must occur BEFORE LOA is requested, therefore making it
a withdrawal, not a leave of absenceMonthly tuition is due and payable at the end of the
second month of leave Learners who choose to withdraw after the ssond month of leave
will be charged the next month's tuition, and records will be withheld until that is paid. If

there are extenuating circumstances, a learner must communicate those circumstances to

Orion with a direct call and conversation.

Learners taking additional time may have it approved; however, there will be a reinstatement fee
applied in order to continue with the next set of courses. The reinstatement fee is $300.00

GENERAL AND COURSE SUSPENSION

Learners who have lost contact with mentors for three days in a row will be suspended from
course(s). If a learner is suspended from the course, the learner will be able to log in, but will not
be able to access course(s). If that occurs, the learner must contact Dr. Gallegos immediately.
Once contact is reinstated between the learner and the mentor, then the learner may resume the
course. On the second (or more) time, then the learner may be withdrawn from the course.

Learner’s whose tuition is delinquent are subject to suspension from Orion High School, if the

tuition is substantially delinquent. Suspension does not negate the contractual obligation to make
payment.

GRADUATION AND COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

The Orion High School Chapter of the National Honor Society hosts the OHS Commencement
Ceremony. The Commencement Ceremony is held during late summer of each year. To receive
a high school diploma from Orion High School, a student must successfully complete the
required number of credits. Learners who have graduated effective any time prior to July, may
participate in the ceremony. Commencement Ceremonies have been held in Midland, Texas;
Kingsland, Georgia; Mississippi (location determined yearly). Additional locations may be
added. Note that during years where replies have determined a low turnout, there will not be a
graduation ceremony held.

Learners who have completed all requirements for graduation become Candidates for Graduation
on the first day of the month following the completion of their last session. For example, a
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learner who completes all requirements by the last day of March becomes a Candidate for
Graduation on April 1. Candidates are approved on the first day of the month. Upon approval,
diplomas are mailed to the learner’s mailing address. (Learners must verify mailing address prior
to having the diploma mailed). A copy of the learner’s final transcript will accompany the
diploma.

A Graduation Exit meeting is held for each candidate. That meeting is scheduled prior to the
27" day of the month preceding eligibility for graduation. At that exit meeting, learners must
demonstrate that they have created user accounts at ApplyTexas and/or the Common
Application, and have applied for higher education (if applicable). The learner and adviser
review the final transcript, and verify that all requirements have been met. At the end of the
meeting, the learner submits the Graduation Request Form, and is apprised of the final steps and
timelines for delivery of official documents. The learner is provided with an exit survey form,
and completes that after the Exit meeting ends.

GRADUATION REGALIA: CAP, GOWN, STOLE, HONORS CHORDS

Graduation Regalia (cap, gown, stole, tassel) may be purchased in the Orion Learner Center, by
clicking on the Orion Store link. Learners who have qualified for the Honor Roll any time
during their stay at Orion HS my purchase the Honors Package. Learners who are members of
the OHS National Honor Society may also purchase regalia in the store. Note that learners are
not required to purchase regalia, but may want to do so as keepsakes.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:

CONTENT AREA ALLOWED ADVANCED ALLOWED ARE
REQUIREMENTS SUBSTITUTIONS | PLACEMENT COURSES HONORS
SUBSTITUTIONS | FOR COURSES
(WHEN ADDITIONAL AVAILABLE?
APPROVED BY CREDIT
COLLEGE
BOARD)
4 credits in English— Learners whose first AP Language and Learners may Yes. Honors
ELAI_, _II, Ill, one language is not Composition earn_the fourth. Courses for
credit inany English may credit through: weighted grade
authorized English substitute ESOL AP Literature and in English I, 11,
course (your adviser English 1 and ESOL  Composition Modern Fiction; |11, IV, and
will assist)* English 2 for English Modern Film; Research and
weighted grade Technical Writing
Writing (any
other course in
the Catalogue,
listed in the
English
requirements)
4 credits in None AP Statistics Learners may
Mathematics— earn the fourth
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Algebra |,

credit through

Geometry, Algebra AP Calculus AB Math Models;
I, one creditin any Statistics;
authorized math Engineering
course (your AP Calculus BC Mathematics:
adviser will Personal
assist)** Financial
Literacy
4 credits in None AP Biology The additional Yes. Honors
Science— ) two credits may courses in
Biol AP Chemistry come from: Biology,
lology. Marine Biology; Chemistry,
IPC or AP Physics C Astronomy; Physics,
Chemistry Engineering; Engineering
or Physics Entomology; Any
PLUS TWO other courses in
CREDITS IN the Orion Course
ANY Catalogue
AUTHORIZED
SCIENCE
COURSE (YOUR
ADVISER WILL
ASSIST)**
4 credits in Social None AP Micro Economics | Psychology Yes. Honors
Studies— courses in World
AP Macro Economics | Sociology may Geography,
World Geog aphy, substitute with World History
World HISTORY, U.S. . I . :
HISTORY AP US History approval. US History, US
 U.S. . Government,
Government (.5credit), . Economics
Economics (.5credit) AP European History
2 credits in Languages None None None None
Other Than English
6 or 8* credits in None None None None
electives - Any
electives from the
Orion HS Course
Catalog
Culminating Project — The None None None None
Senior Project™*
Total Number of Credits 26

Upon acceptance/admission to Orion High School, a learner is provided with the OHS
Graduation Planner. The OHS Graduation Planner lists all courses that have been approved for
transfer to OHS. The Learner’s individual OHS Graduation Planner lists all courses that are still
required at OHS. The Learner’s Individual OHS Graduation Planner is found in the OHS Learner
Center under the link, ‘Graduation Planner’.
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DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Learners may graduate Orion High School with a designation called Distinguished Level of
Achievement. A learner who earns this distinction, must meet the following criteria:

Complete all of the requirements from the 26 credit Graduation Plan;
Complete a comprehensive Senior Project

Take and complete at least one AP Course

Must have entered Orion High School before beginning the Senior level

The Distinguished Level of Achievement is the highest honor bestowed on a graduate of Orion
High School.

ENDORSEMENTS

Learners may earn endorsements in one or more of the following areas. Endorsements signify
that a learner has content knowledge in one or more areas of interest or technical knowledge.
Learners may pre-determine the desired endorsement area, during the planning meeting prior to
the sophomore or junior level. Unless otherwise approved retroactively (learners who started on
the 26-credit plan prior to 1/1/2017), learners may not be approved as meeting the requirements
for the endorsement, if they have not declared in that meeting. Final endorsements are
determined during the final graduation planning meeting with the adviser. The following
endorsement areas are offered at Orion:

ARTS AND HUMANITIES ENDORSEMENTS

There are four areas of endorsement that may be earned in the Arts and Humanities:

e Arts and Humanities Social Studies Endorsemert To earn a Social Studies
endorsement, learners must earn 1 additional credit in Social Studies (in addition to the
four required credits from the Graduation Plan). The fifth credit may come from AP™
Courses in the Social Studies/Humanities (as approved by the College Board), Sociology,
Psychology, Bible Humanities, Introduction to Criminal Justice, and other approved
courses found in the Course Catalog.

o Arts and Humanities English Endorsement To earn an English endorsement, learners
must earn an additional four credits in approved English Language Arts course. The four
credits may come from AP™ Courses in the English Language Arts area (as approved by
the College Board), Research and Technical Writing, Creative Writing, Practical Writing,
Grammar and Composition, Independent Study in Journalism, Photojournalism,
Independent Study in Speech, Modern Film, Modern Fiction, and other approved courses
found in the Course Catalog.

o Arts and Humanities World Languages Endorsement To earn a World Languages
Endorsement, learners must take three levels of the same language, plus two levels of a
different language (for a total of 5 World Languages credits). In lieu of the 3 and 2, some
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courses have five levels, therefore, a learner may opt for five levels (credits) in the same
language.

« Arts and Humanities Fine Arts Endorsement- To earn a Fine Arts Endorsement,
learners must take 3 credits in the Fine Arts. The three credits may come from Arts 1 -
An Introduction, Art 2 Photography, Art 3 Photography, Music Appreciation,
Community Based Fine Art (Participation in the local community Theater, Symphony, or
other similar organization).

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY CAREER CLUSTERS

There are six career clusters (under Business and Industry), in which learners may earn an
endorsement.

o Career Cluster: AV, Technology and Communications In order to earn a Business
and Industry endorsement in this career cluster, learners must take three credits that come
from Graphic Design and Illustrations, Professional Communications, or Video Game
Design 1, 2, or 3, and other approved courses found in the Course Catalog.

o Career Cluster: Business Management and Administratior: In order to earn a
Business and Industry endorsement in this career cluster, learners must take three credits
that come from Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, Touch System Data
Entry, Business Information Management 1, and other approved courses found in the
Course Catalog.

o Career Cluster: Health Sciences In order to earn a Business and Industry
endorsement in this career cluster, learners must take three credits that come from
Medical Terminology, Anatomy & Physiology, Pharmacy Technician 1, 2, or 3,
Practicum in Health Science, and other approved courses found in the Course Catalog.

e Career Cluster: Human Services- In order to earn a Business and Industry
endorsement in this cluster, learners must take three credits that come from Principles of
Human Services, Child Development, Practicum in Human Services, and other approved
courses found in the Course Catalog.

o Career Cluster: Information Technology - In order to earn a Business and Industry
endorsement in this career cluster, learners must take three credits that come from
Principles of Information Technology, Computer Maintenance, Computer Programming,
Digital and Interactive Media, Web Technologies, and other approved courses found in
the Course Catalog.

o Career Cluster: English - In order to earn a Business and Industry endorsement in this
career cluster, learners must take three credits that come from Advanced Broadcast
Journalism, Advanced Journalism 1, Advanced Journalism 2, and other approved courses
found in the Course Catalog.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATH (STEM)
ENDORSEMENTS

There are four endorsements areas, under STEM, in which learners may earn an endorsement.
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STEM Engineering Endorsement- In order to earn a STEM Engineering Endorsement,
learners must take Engineering 1 2 and 3, and other approved courses found in the Course
Catalog.

STEM Technology Endorsement In order to earn a STEM Technology Endorsement,
learners must take three credits that come from Computer Science 1, 3-D Modeling and
Animation, Digital Video and Audio Design, Web Design, Independent Study in
Technology Applications, and other approved courses found in the Course Catalog.
STEM Mathematics Endorsement- In order to earn a STEM Mathematics
Endorsement, learners must take three additional mathematics credits that come from
AP™ Mathematics Courses (when approved by the College Board), Pre-Calculus, Math
Models, Calculus, Statistics, and other approved courses found in the Course Catalog.
STEM Science Endorsement In order to earn a STEM Science Endorsement, learners
must take two additional science courses that come from AP™ Science Courses (when
approved by the College Board), Astronomy, Entomology, Anatomy & Physiology,
Marine Biology, and other approved courses found in the Course Catalog.

THE SENIOR PROJECT COURSE

Learners who are attempting to earn Distinguished Level of Achievement or who opt to take the
Senior Project as the last two credits be required to complete a Senior Project. The Senior Project
is a course that is led by an Orion mentor, and by the CEO. During the first month of the Senior
Project course, learners must select a project that will accomplish any of the following:

Complete a research paper in MLA format, that is in an area of high interest to the
learner. The research paper may be about a social topic, historical topic, statistical
project, or any other type of topic, approved by the mentors.

Complete a local community service project, with the goal of enhancing the local
community. Some examples might be: participating in a local community theater;
working a minimum of 40 hours in a homeless shelter/community shelter; working to
improve a local church organization, or any other type of local service. The learner will
document the work, and will begin with a stated purpose for the project. The leaner will
present a documented (pictures, videos, interview with others) project at a time set aside
for that presentation. Affected community members will be invited to the presentation.
The presentation will occur at any time during the sixth, seventh, or eighth week of the
Senior Project Course.

Develop a website that will of service to an organization locally, or otherwise.
Participate in an internship in a local business. A minimum of 80 hours must be
completed as hands-on work in the business, and the business owner must participate in
the culminating presentation.

Creation of a product that would, if mass-produced, provide a service to others in the
grater society.

Any other project that will meet the goal of providing the learner with an enhanced
opportunity for communication and participation in the greater community.
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QUALIFYING FOR THE ORION HIGH SCHOOL MINIMUM GRADUATION

PLAN

Learners who meet the following criteria may opt to follow the Minimum Graduation Plan at

Orion High School:

e The learner has taken at least 5 courses at Orion High School, and has not been
successful in passing those courses; or
e The learner has been a dropout of high school (traditional) prior to the beginning of the

2016-2017 school year;

e The learner dropped out of high school, and is entering Orion High School as an adult

learner.

Please note that learners who come in to Orion High School are required to take a minimum of
six courses, regardless of how many credits are on the high school transcript. The required
courses to meet the minimum plan are below:

Content Area

Courses Required

Total Credits in Subject
Area

English Language Arts

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies

World Languages

English 1
English 2
English 3

One additional authorized
English course

Algebra 1
Geometry

One additional authorized
math credit

Biology

Integrated Physics and
Chemistry (IPC) OR Physics

One additional authorized
science credit

World Geography OR World
History

US History

US Government (.5)
Economics (.5)
Any two

4
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Content Area Courses Required Total Credits in Subject

Area
Foundations of Personal 1
Fitness or Acceptable
Alternative per catalog
Fine Arts Music 1
Art1l
Photography
Electives Any from catalogue 5
Total 22

In order to qualify for acceptance into the minimum requirements, the learner must first complete
or attempt to complete the minimum number of credits for eligibility OR meet the dropout
recovery criteria from the list above. The learner will be required to sign an Opt-In agreement
that signifies that he or she understands that the Minimum Plan may not meet automatic entrance
requirements into colleges and universities. The learner will then be placed onto the plan, and
the Graduation Planner will reflect the required courses needed to satisfy the requirements from
the plan, above.

Please note, that if a learner applies for admission, meets the requirements for entry into the
Minim Plan, and has the correct number of credits in the correct content areas, above, the learner
must still take a minimum of six courses to qualify for diploma eligibility at Orion High School.
In summary, we will not simply award a high school diploma upon entrance, all learners must
still comply with the Diploma Eligibility Policy at Orion High School.

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TESTING

Orion High School is a State of Texas authorized testing center for the High School Equivalency
Test (HiSET). Learners at Orion High School may opt to take the HISET at Orion High School’s
Testing Center (or another authorized testing center in Texas), if they meet the following criteria:

Eligible students participating in this program must take a minimum of 5 courses at Orion High
School, before earning eligibility for entrance into the High School Equivalency Program. At the
end of the five courses, the student (and parent if applicable) will meet with the Orion High
School adviser in order to review Orion’s Diploma Eligibility Policy, and to determine if
entrance into the Program is the best option for the student (in lieu of the Minimum 22 Credits or
the Regular 26 Credits). Students and Parents will be advised that a withdrawal from Orion High
School will be necessary, once the student seeks out the option. Orion High School will facilitate
the HISET registration procedure, locally (if applicable), and will also assist students in other
Texas jurisdictions, to get the students registered, and to the correct approved Testing Center.
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Students and/or Parents will be advised that Orion does notissue an Equivalency Certificate;
rather, upon successful passing of the sub-tests, the student will receive an Equivalency
Certificate administered by and delivered by the State of Texas, through the Texas Education
Agency.

Initial qualification requires that the student is at least 16 years of age at the beginning of the
school year or semester; at least two school years have elapsed since the student first enrolled in
ninth grade; the student has completed fewer than 1/3 of the credits required for graduation under
Orion High School’s Graduation Plan, five of which must be earned at Orion High School.

Student’s will participate in core coursework at Orion High School. That core course work will
prepare students for the HISET. Eligible students will register for and take the HiSET at Orion
High School’s Testing Center, located at 4500 W. Illinois Ave., at the assigned date and time.
Non-local students will be registered to take the HiSET at a local approved testing center. All
local HISET Examinations are administered through Orion High School’s Memorandum of
Understanding with the Texas Education Agency and the Educational Testing Service (ETS).

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR HISET QUALIFIERS

Students who do not meet the passing standard on one or more assessments on the HiSET, and
who have been enrolled at Orion immediately prior to registering for the HISET will receive
additional assistance from an Orion content coach, for a period of one additional month at no
cost. After the month has completed, the student may opt for additional coaching, all the way
through the last examination.

Students who meet the HISET requirements may also continue to meet Diploma Eligibility
requirements at Orion, if they would like to do so. Successfully meeting the HISET
requirements may serve an immediate purpose for students (job, etc.), but the student may
continue to be enrolled in order to continue toward diploma eligibility.

Note that students do not need to be enrolled at Orion High School to register for and take the
HIiSET; however, those students must meet the State requirements for doing so. Enrolled
students must only meet the Orion High School requirements for entry. The Equivalency
Certificate is issued by the Texas Education Agency, not by Orion High School, and the
Certificatewill not have any designation about attending Orion High School.

COURSES OFFERED AT ORION HIGH SCHOOL

Please note that Orion High School offers new courses at a rate of at least 1 new course per
month. Not all of the courses, listed here, may show in the Catalogue; however, all courses listed
here are offered at Orion. Courses are numbered according to the State of Texas Public
Education Information Management System (PEIMS) approved course numbers. Orion High
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School is a member of the Texas Records Exchange, and complies with course requirements for
all approved courses (standards).

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING COURSES

Course
ID
03200600
03200605
03200700
03220100
03220200
03220300
03220305
03220307
03220400

03221100
03221200
03221300
03221500
03221600
03221610
03221800
03221830

03221840
03221850

03230100
03230140
03230150
03230160
03230800
03231000
03241200
03241400
03270700
03270800
03270900

English Language Arts

English | For Speakers Of Other Languages
English | For Speakers Of Other Languages
English 11 For Speakers Of Other Languages
English |

English 11

English 111

English 111

English 111

English IV

Additional Approved Courses (Advisor
Approval Only)

Research/Technical Writing

Creative Writing

Practical Writing Skills

Literary Genres

Humanities (First Time Taken)

Humanities (Second Time Taken)
Independent Study In English

Independent Study in English; Hebrew
Scriptures

Independent Study in English: New Testament
Independent Study in English: Hebrew
Scriptures and New Testament

Journalism

Advanced Journalism: Newspaper |
Advanced Journalism: Newspaper 11
Advanced Journalism: Newspaper 11l
Photojournalism

Independent Study In Journalism
Independent Study In Speech
Communication Applications

Reading |

Reading Il

Reading 11
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MATHEMATICS

Course ID

03100500
03100600
03100700
03101100
03102400
03102500
03102530
03102540

SCIENCE

Course

ID
03010200
03020000
03030000
03040000
03050000
03060100
03060200
03060201
13020600
13020900

Mathematics

Algebra |

Algebra Il

Geometry

Precalculus

Mathematical Models With Applications
Independent Study In Mathematics
Statistics

Algebraic Reasoning

Science

Biology

Environmental Systems

Aquatic Science

Chemistry

Physics

Astronomy

Earth and Space Science

Integrated Physics And Chemistry

Anatomy and Physiology

World Health Research

Codes for additional courses that may satisfy
science graduation requirements are located in
this document under endorsement areas.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Course
ID
03320100
03330100
03340100
03340400
03350100
03370100
03380001

03380002

Social Studies

World Geography Studies

United States Government

United States History Studies Since 1877
World History Studies

Psychology

Sociology

Social Studies Advanced Studies (Only with
Senior Project)

Special Topics in Social Studies (Only with
Senior Project)
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03380003

03380052

03380062

03380072

03310300

Social Studies Research Methods (Only with
Senior Project)

Special Topics in Social Studies: Hebrew
Scriptures (Old Testament) (Only with Senior
Project)

Special Topics in Social Studies: New Testament
(Only with Senior Project)

Special Topics in Social Studies: Hebrew
Scriptures (Old Testament) and New Testament
(Only with Senior Project)

Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise
System and Its Benefits

PERSONAL FITNESS AND HEALTH

Course
ID

03810100

PES00052
PES00053

PES00054
PES00055
PES00000

PES00001

Health

Health Education
Physical Education

Foundations of Personal Fitness
Adventure/Outdoor Education (Only available as
transfer in credit)

Aerobic Activities (Only available as transfer in
credit)

Individual or Team Sports

PE Substitution Athletics 1 (Only available for
learners with bona fide activity i.e. skiing, tennis
taken off-site under supervision and coaching)
PE Substitution Athletics 2 Only available for
learners with bona fide activity i.e. skiing, tennis
taken off-site under supervision and coaching)

WORLD LANGUAGES

Course
ID
03110100
03110200
03110300
03110400
03110500
03110600

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level | -Arabic
Languages Other Than English Level 11-Arabic
Languages Other Than English Level 111 —Arabic
Languages Other Than English Level IV —Arabic
Languages Other Than English Level V —Arabic
Languages Other Than English Level VI - Arabic
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Course
ID
03110700
03120100
03120200
03120300
03120400
03120500
03120600
03120700
03400100
03400200
03400300
03400400
03400500
03400600
03400700
03400800
03410100
03410200
03410300
03410400

03410500
03410600

03410700

03420100
03420200

03420300

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level VII-
Arabic

Languages Other Than English Level 1-
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level 11—
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level 111-
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level IV—
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level V—
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level VI-
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level VII-
Japanese

Languages Other Than English Level | — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level Il — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level 111 — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level IV — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level V — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level VI — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Italian

Cultural And Linguistic Topics — Italian
Languages Other Than English Level | — French
Languages Other Than English Level 1l — French
Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
French

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
French

Languages Other Than English Level V — French
Languages Other Than English Level VI —
French

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
French

Languages Other Than English Level I — German
Languages Other Than English Level Il —
German

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
German
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Course
ID
03420400
03420500
03420600
03420700
03430100
03430200
03430300
03430400
03430500
03430600
03430700
03430800
03440100
03440110
03440200
03440220
03440300
03440330
03440400
03440440
03440500
03440550
03440600
03440660
03440700

03440770

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
German

Languages Other Than English Level V —
German

Languages Other Than English Level VI -
German

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
German

Languages Other Than English Level | — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level Il — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level 11l — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level IV — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level V — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level VI — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level VII — Latin
Cultural And Linguistic Topics — Latin
Languages Other Than English Level | — Spanish
Languages Other Than English Level | — Spanish
For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level Il —
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level Il —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level VI —
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level VI —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers

Languages Other Than English Level VII-
Spanish

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Spanish For Spanish Speakers
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Course
ID
03450100
03450200
03450300
03450400
03450500
03450600
03450700
03460100
03460200
03460300
03460400
03460500
03460600
03460700
03470100
03470200
03470300
03470400
03470500
03470600
03470700

03480100
03480200

03480300

03480400

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level | — Russian
Languages Other Than English Level Il —
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level VI -
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Russian

Languages Other Than English Level | — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level 1l — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level 111 — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level IV — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level V — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level VI — Czech
Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Czech

Languages Other Than English Level | —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level 1l —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level VI —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Portuguese

Languages Other Than English Level - Hebrew
Languages Other Than English Level Il —
Hebrew

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Hebrew

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Hebrew
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Course
ID
03480500
03480600
03480700

03490100
03490200

03490300
03490400
03490500
03490600
03490700
03510100
03510200
03510300
03510400
03510500
03510600
03510700
03520100
03520200
03520300
03520400
03520500
03520600
03520700

11401100
11401200

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Hebrew

Languages Other Than English Level VI -
Hebrew

Languages Other Than English Level VII-
Hebrew

Languages Other Than English Level - Chinese
Languages Other Than English Level Il —
Chinese

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Chinese

Languages Other Than English Level IV—
Chinese

Languages Other Than English Level V-
Chinese

Languages Other Than English Level VI-
Chinese

Languages Other Than English Level VII-
Chinese

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level |

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level Il

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level 111

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level IV

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level V

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level VI

Languages Other Than English-Vietnamese
Level VII

Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level |
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level Il
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level 111
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level IV
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level V
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level VI
Languages Other Than English-Hindi Level VII
Languages Other Than English Level | — Turkish
Languages Other Than English Level 1l —
Turkish
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Course
ID
11401300

11401400

11401500

11401600

11401700

11402900
11403000
11403100

11403200

11403300

11403400

11403500

11404700
11404800
11404900
11405000
11405100
11405200
11405300
03993200
03993300
03993400
03996000
03996100
03996200
03996300

Languages Other Than English (this list may
change, see course catalog for available levels)

Languages Other Than English Level 111 —
Turkish

Languages Other Than English Level IV —
Turkish

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Turkish

Languages Other Than English Level VI -
Turkish

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Turkish

Languages Other Than English Level | — Korean
Languages Other Than English Level 11 — Korean
Languages Other Than English Level Il -
Korean

Languages Other Than English Level IV -
Korean

Languages Other Than English Level V —
Korean

Languages Other Than English Level VI -
Korean

Languages Other Than English Level VII —
Korean

Languages Other Than English Level I - Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level Il — Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level 111 - Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level IV -Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level V — Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level VI — Farsi
Languages Other Than English Level VII — Farsi
Other Foreign Languages Level |

Other Foreign Languages Level |1

Other Foreign Languages Level 1lI

Other Foreign Languages Level IV

Other Foreign Languages Level V

Other Foreign Languages Level VI

Other Foreign Languages Level VII
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FINE ARTS

Course
ID

FAS00001

03155600
03251500
03500110
03501200
03502200
03503100

Fine Arts

Fine Arts Substitution, Community-based
Program (prior approval of advisor and bona fide
participation in community theater, symphony,
dance, etc.)

Music Studies, Music Appreciation |

Theatre 111, Playwriting |

Art |, Art Appreciation

Art 11, Photography |

Art 111, Photography 11

Art 1V, Photography |11

TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS

Course
ID
03580140
03580200
03580300
03580350
03580380
03580400
03580500
03580510
03580700
03580810
03580820
03580900

03581500

Grades9-12, Technology Applications

Fundamentals of Computer Science

Computer Science |

Computer Science Il

Computer Science Il

Game Programming and Design

Digital Design and Media Production

Digital Art and Animation

3-D Modeling and Animation

Digital Video and Audio Design

Web Communications

Web Design

Independent Study In Technology Applications
(Available through Senior Project Only)
Independent Study in Evolving/Emerging
Technologies (Available through Senior Project
Only)

CAREER PREPARATION/STUDY

Course

ID
12701300
12701400

Career Studies

Career Preparation |
Career Preparation 11
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Course

ID
12701500
12701510
N1270151

13002000

Career Studies

Problems and Solutions (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Problems and Solutions Il (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Basics of Student Project Management
(Available with Senior Project Only)
Horticulture Science

CAREER CLUSTERS FOR ENDORSEMENTS

Course
ID
13002500

13002510

N1300254

N1300255

N1300256

N1300257

13006200

13006210

Endorsement Areas Courses

Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural
Resources (Available with Senior Project Only)
Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural
Resources Il (Available with Senior Project
Only)

Oil and Gas Production I (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Oil and Gas Production Il (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Oil and Gas Production 111 (Available with
Senior Project Only)

Oil and Gas Production 1V (Available with
Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Construction Management
(Available with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Construction Management 11
(Available with Senior Project Only)

TECHNOLOGY CLUSTER

Course
ID

13008200

13008300
13008400

13008500

Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications
Cluster

Principles of Arts, Audio Video Technology, and
Communications

Animation

Advanced Animation (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Audio Video Production (Available with Senior
Project Only)
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Course
ID
13008600
13008700
13008710
13008800
13008900
13009000

13009010
13009100

13009800
13009810
13009900
N1300993

N1300994
N1300995

Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications
Cluster

Advanced Audio Video Production (Available
with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Audio Video Production (Available
with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Audio Video Production Il
(Available with Senior Project Only)

Graphic Design and Illustration (Available with
Senior Project Only)

Advanced Graphic Design and Illustration
(Available with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Graphic Design and Illustration
(Available with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Graphic Design and Illustration 11
Commercial Photography (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Practicum in Printing and Imaging Technology
(Available with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Printing and Imaging Technology
I (Available with Senior Project Only)
Professional Communications

Video Game Design |

Video Game Design Il

Video Game Design Il1

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT CLUSTER

Course
ID
13011200
13011300
13011400
13011500
13012000

13012100

13012200

13012210

BusinessManagement and Administration
Cluster

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance
Touch System Data Entry

Business Information Management |

Business Information Management 11

Virtual Business (Available with Senior Project
Only)

Business Management (Available with Senior
Project Only)

Practicum in Business Management (Available
with Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Business Management Il (Available
with Senior Project Only)
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HUMAN SERVICES CLUSTER

Course
ID
13024700
13024800
13025000

13025010

Human Services Cluster

Child Development

Child Guidance

Practicum in Human Services (Available in
Senior Project Only)

Practicum in Human Services Il (Available in
Senior Project Only)

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CLUSTER

Course
ID

13027200
13027300

13027400

13027500

13027600

13027700

13027800

13027900

13028000

13028010

N1302801

N1302802

N1302803

Information Technology Cluster

Principles of Information Technology

Computer Maintenance (Available in Senior
Project Only)

Telecommunications and Networking (Available
in Senior Project Only)

Computer Technician (Available in Senior
Project Only)

Computer Programming (Available in Senior
Project Only)

Advanced Computer Programming (Available in
Senior Project Only)

Digital and Interactive Media (Available in
Senior Project Only)

Web Technologies (Available in Senior Project
Only)

Research in Information Technology Solutions
(Available in Senior Project Only)

Research in Information Technology Solutions Il
(Available in Senior Project Only)

Database Fundamentals (Oracle) (Available in
Senior Project Only)

Database Programming (Oracle) (Available in
Senior Project Only)

Internetworking Technologies | (Cisco)
(Available in Senior Project Only)
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Course Information Technology Cluster

ID
N1302804 Internetworking Technologies Il (Cisco)
(Available in Senior Project Only)

OTHER PRACTICUMS AVAILABLE THROUGH SENIOR PROJECT ONLY

Course Practicum Area

ID

13019000 Practicum in Local, State, and Federal
Government

13019010 Practicum in Local, State, and Federal
Government 11

13020500 Practicum in Health Science

13020510 Practicum in Health Science Il

13022700 Practicum in Culinary Arts

13022710 Practicum in Culinary Arts Il

13922899 Practicum in Hospitality Services

13022910 Practicum in Hospitality Services 1l

13034800 Practicum in Marketing Dynamics

N1303481 Social Media Marketing

13037300 Engineering Design and Problem Solving (must
purchase SolidWorks Software)

13037400 Practicum in STEM

13037500 Principles of Engineering (must purchase
SolidWorks Software)

N1303742 Introduction to Engineering Design (Senior
Project Only)

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

Note that not all Advanced Placement courses are offered each term, only when approved by The
College Board

Course Advanced Placement Courses (when/if
D approved)

A3010200 AP Biology

A3020000 AP Environmental Science
A3040000 AP Chemistry

A3050002 AP Physics C

A3050003 AP Physics 1
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Course
ID
A3050004
A3100101
A3100102
A3100200
A3150200
A3220100
A3220200
A3310100
A3310200
A3330100
A3330200
A3340100
A3340200
A3350100
A3360100
A3360200
A3370100
A3400400

A3120400
A3410100
A3420100
A3430100
A3440100
A3440200
A3490400
A3500100
A3500300
A3500400
A3500500

A3580100

Advanced Placement Courses (when/if
approved)

AP Physics 2

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

AP Statistics

AP Music Theory

AP English Language And Composition

AP English Literature And Composition

AP Microeconomics

AP Macroeconomics

AP U.S. Government and Politics

AP Comparative Government and Politics
AP United States History

AP European History

AP Psychology

AP Human Geography (World Geography)
AP Human Geography (Elective)

AP World History

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language — Italian

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language — Japanese

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language — French

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language — German

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
(Vergil)- Latin

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language — Spanish

AP Languages Other Than English Level V
Literature — Spanish

AP Languages Other Than English Level IV
Language: Chinese

AP Art History

AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio

AP Studio Art: Two-Dimensional Design
Portfolio

AP Studio Art: Three-Dimensional Design
Portfolio

AP Computer Science A
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A NOTE ABOUT ADVANCED PLACEMENT

Advanced Placement courses are rigorous, and will require substantial time and effort in order
for learners to be amply prepared for the AP examinations. AP examinations are optional, and
learners must contact Orion High School in order to participate if desired. Orion recommends
that learners taking AP courses take them without additional courses on the schedule. Often, AP
courses require an extension into the third month. AP courses are placed on the transcript as
such, and have a weighted grade attached to them (above the 4.0 scale).

THE COURSE REQUEST WINDOW

Orion High School and Middle School learners may request additional courses during the 20'"-
27" day of the month, and all learners must comply with the maximum course offerings during
the term (see max courses). Courses requested after the 27" will not be approved, in most cases.
Requests coming in after the 27", require a call to be made to the Orion office, in order to
discuss extenuating circumstances.

WITHDRAWAL FROM ORION HIGH SCHOOL

Learners desiring a withdrawal from Orion High School or Middle School, must complete the
withdrawal form. Records will be released only if tuition is not delinquent. See the refund policy
for tuition paid annually, for further information.

COURSE DROP/WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE

Learners desiring to drop a course must do so within the first ten days of enrollment in the
course. After the first ten days of the course, an “F” is placed on the official transcript, and that
record will be sent to the new school. Leaners who stay at Orion will be required to take the
course over in order for the failing grade to be replaced. Please note, that leaners who are on the
annual tuition plan (maxed out at 10 credits), and who withdraw form a course after the first ten
days — this course will count as one of your ten.

REFUND POLICY

If a learner withdraws within the first 10 days of beginning coursework at Orion, the learner is
entitled to full tuition refund. A tuition contract is due and payable if a learner withdraws after
beginning the first course, unless there are extenuating circumstances that have occurred that will
require Orion to nullify the tuition contract. Those will be discussed on an individual basis.
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